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RESEARCH INFORMATION SHEET 

Title of Project:  Collaboration in Preaching 

Name of Researcher:  Tim Bushfield 

Name of Supervisor:  Dr. Scott M. Gibson 

Dear Participant, 

You are being invited to take part in a research study. My name is Tim Bushfield, and I am a 
pastor in Gloucester, Massachusetts.  I am also a student at London School of Theology 
studying for the M.Phil. / Ph.D. research degree, in partnership with Gordon-Conwell 
Theological Seminary and the A. J. Gordon Guild doctoral scholars program. In order to help you 
decide if you will participate in this study, it is important for you to understand why the 
research is being done and what it will involve.  Please take time to read the following 
information carefully and discuss it with others if you wish.  For any further information or 
questions about this research, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

My dissertation is a study on the role of collaboration in the preaching ministry of the local 
church.  The overall aims of this research include determining the prevalence of collaborative 
preaching ministry, exploring the various approaches to such collaborative efforts, and 
determining of the effect of collaboration on the growth and development of preachers.  The 
potential benefit of this research may include the development of an accessible framework for 
implementing collaboration in preaching, as well as the identification and mitigation of 
potential dangers and challenges that might arise with the adoption of such a framework.  The 
ultimate hope is to provide a robust and biblically grounded collaborative model for churches 
and preachers so that they might grow in their love for God's Word and in their understanding 
and practice of preaching. 
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This research involves three phases.  Phase one is a short online survey that can be completed 
in under 10 minutes to gather some quantitative data on collaboration in preaching.  Phase two 
involves a longer online survey that can be completed in under 25 minutes, with open-ended 
questions to explore the various models, benefits and challenges of collaboration in preaching. 
Phase three will involve identifying a limited number of churches that have differing models of 
collaboration and conducting semi-structured interviews which will be recorded and analyzed. 

All information and data from the interviews will be kept confidential. Any identifying details 
will be altered or omitted from the dissertation, and the original recordings and any transcripts 
of the interviews will be kept secure and coded to protect the identities of the study 
participants. Participants in the research may request a copy of their own data at any time, but 
will not have access to the entire data set.  The research project and any research data will only 
be read by myself and the examiners, and the data will be kept for ten years after the 
conclusion of the project, at which time it will be securely destroyed.   

You have the right to withdraw your consent at any time, including during an interview or even 
after you have taken part, should you experience distress or for any other reason.  It may not 
be possible to effectively remove you from the study, however, if you indicate your desire to 
withdraw after the study has been written up and submitted. 

If you have any questions about this research or the research process, please do not hesitate to 
contact me by email or phone using the contact information below.  You can also contact my 
supervisor, Dr. Scott M. Gibson, at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary.  Thank you for 
considering participation in this research. 

Yours sincerely, 

Tim Bushfield 
Gloucester, Massachusetts 
tbushfield@gordonconwell.edu 
508-423-4518

Dr. Scott M. Gibson 
South Hamilton, Massachusetts 
sgibson@gordonconwell.edu 
978-468-7111 (main switchboard)




